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the authority and dignity of the Church and
the stability of established society. The gap
between all that and bankrupt nations, labour
democracies, red revolutions, and the threatened
collapse of our civilization, is as great as that
between the majestic vassal of God, William
the Second, and an old man with a half-
withered arm sawing wood at Doorn, Any
one now can see the real figure of the Kaiser;
Mark Twain could see it then.
He dined as one of a large company as a
guest of the Kaiser on February 20, 1892.
Afterwards he wrote down (for himself) his
impressions of the Emperor and his entourage,
the silent dinner, the monologue conversations,
the frigid questions and the rigid answers,
the utter suppression of every one except the
sovereign himself. He recorded how he alone
in all that obeisant company had the hardihood
to venture a few original observations, with the
result of universal consternation and discomfort.
Years later, he related the incidents, from his
notes, to his biographer for publication after
his death.
Very different was a meeting a little later
(in the following summer), at Nauheim, with
the Prince of Wales (Edward vn.). This was
as jovial and informal as the * Kaiser-contakt *
in